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Distraction-Free Driving: A Safer Road for Everyone

As the weather gets nicer and our schedules become jam-packed with vacations and outdoor
activities, it's easy to get sidetracked behind the wheel. However, in the month of April, let's hit
pause on distractions and tune into safety. Whether it's putting down the phone, keeping the
music at a reasonable volume, or just staying focused on the road ahead, let's all do our part to
keep our streets safe for everyone. Remember, it's not just about arriving at our destinations—

it's about getting there safely!

According to the National Safety Council (NSC), the three main types of distractions are:
¢ Visual distractions - anything that takes your eyes off the road
¢ Manual distractions - anything that takes your hands off the wheel
o Cognitive distractions - anything that takes your mind off of driving

NSC's Distracted Driving Awareness Month Resources

Distracted and Defensive Driving courses are available through
. NJSIG's partner, Vector Solutions. These training classes are
."’l veCtor available to our members as part of NJSIG membership.

" SOIUUOHSW Transportation Library:

¢ Distracted Driving
e Defensive Driving Training



https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cEGiQ_kcRui4Yn2eIq1c-zoQRrgpt47bSBIStqBdG4QXZ7iWVLyEPYpPTXJqY5HEsTvpkNkPfWqeNWgUKkZGDE3CQdWubycMYI8hSaqtvSgd3MChuxPjKb_A_KOW_EYgOicskD_jPF0FOooQTL56Cg==&c=HGeSHYxLYASknxsDs8TE05bsbB0wTkXpm-UfKmYVUKe8L_inaGEdjg==&ch=D5liV6KWxL4-kknCPAWUT8BOws4woq-NoXF8iO3I3RWlomiGC2maew==
https://njsig-nj.safeschools.com/courses/details/3E178F7C-5502-11EB-AE70-721267F96AF6?splash=0
https://njsig-nj.safeschools.com/courses/details/COURSE-DEF_DRIVE
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=7b0847cd-9479-49c5-bfb2-c730d5d5c35d

. - nsc Online Defensive Driving Training

NJSIG has also partnered with National Safety Council (NSC) to offer the Online Defensive
Driving Course to NJSIG members who drive on behalf of the district.

This online course is approved by the New Jersey Motor Vehicle Commission and is 4 hours
in length. Each driver must pass a mandatory test at the end of the course with a score of 80%
or better to receive a Defensive Driving Certificate. Also, drivers may qualify for a
mandatory insurance rate reduction of up to 10% for 3 years (driver should contact their
insurance agent for details). You may be allowed to receive up to a two-point reduction from
the accumulated points you currently have on your driving record. You may only receive a two-
point reduction once every 5 years and only if there are points on your driving record at the
time you complete the course.

For assistance with the online defensive driving course, please contact the Safety and Risk
Control Department or email riskcontrol@njsig.org.
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This edition highlights three key issues that school
districts must understand to navigate complex state
o and federal laws and take proactive steps to reduce
the risk of potential litigation.
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recent broadcast memos (one on March 26, 2025 and the other on December 13, 2023)

from the New Jersey Department of Education underscore the importance of this issus.

the legal obligations that must be addressed, and potential options available to school C e n t ra I N eWSI ette r
districts. In this artcle we reviow key aspects of those memos, the underling legal
abligations, the common challenges that school districts face, and key considerations for
identiying and addressing those challenges.

READ THE FULL ARTICLE

Apply Now: NJSIG Safety Grants Available!

The NJSIG Safety Grant Portal opened on April 1 and will remain accessible until June 1,
2025.

This year, $2,000,000 in Safety Grants will be distributed to support safer schools. Since 2009,
NJSIG has awarded over $52.9 million in grants, helping to keep valuable resources in the
classroom where they belong.

Please complete your 2025 Safety Grant Application by visiting the NJSIG Safety Grant
Portal before Sunday, June 1, 2025.

e New user? Click “Request an Account” at the bottom of the sign-in page to get started.

e Have questions? Please contact us at grants@njsig.org.



https://files.constantcontact.com/b71f74b1101/1fc114a9-8d53-49cf-a0dc-81ab4b6b977f.pdf?rdr=true
https://auth2.njsig.org/sign-in/eyJhcHBsaWNhdGlvbiI6ImJlMDhmYzliLThiN2ItNDhkMS1iZWQ3LTAyMzNlMjA2MjQyMiIsInJlZmVycmVyIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubmpzaWcub3JnIiwiY2FsbGJhY2siOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5uanNpZy5vcmcvYXBwbGljYXRpb25zL3NhZmV0eS1ncmFudC9zaWduLWluIn0%3D
mailto:grants@njsig.org
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New Jersey Schools Insurance Group (NJSIG) is pleased to offer its members complimentary
access to the Safety & Compliance library through the Vector Solutions Training System,
formerly SafeSchools. This includes, but it is not limited to, all courses that the New Jersey
Department of Education requires. Real-time results are recorded and administrative reports
are delivered to the members to facilitate easy compliance.

Recent Updates from Vector Solutions:

¢ Multilingual Training Availability: A selection of Safety & Compliance training courses
are now available to NJSIG members in Spanish and French at no additional cost.

e Enhanced Assignment Notification Email Templates: These new templates offer a
more user-friendly experience, along with custom branding options.

¢ Evaluations+/PD Tracking Enhancements: Improved usability of Evaluations+ forms
and better license tracking management in PD Tracking.

o Vector Pathways Updates: The redesigned Vector Pathways work-based learning

platform student dashboard simplifies navigation, and we’ve added new student
segment options to improve filtering and reporting.

Vector Solutions Full Course Library

Upcoming Vector Solutions Webinars

April 22, 2025 - 2:00 PM:
Surveys vs. Assessments in Vector LMS

April 24, 2025 - 10:00 AM: .,oll Vector
Course Configurations and Creating Custom Courses in ' SO| utions:
Vector LMS

- Upcoming
April 29, 2025 - 2:00 PM: Webinars

Running the Right Report in Vector LMS for your Institution

To stay updated on upcoming webinars and to review a previously recorded webinar, please
visit this Knowledge Base article.

For questions regarding NJSIG's Value Added Services, please contact:
riskcontrol@njsig.org.

Click here to get started with Vector Solutions.

Click here to view past SafetyNet newsletters

New Jersey Schools Insurance Group | www.nhjsig.org



https://files.constantcontact.com/b71f74b1101/66ca435c-929a-4c96-ad9f-58d1cee685c8.pdf?rdr=true
https://register.gotowebinar.com/rt/953561800583346009
https://register.gotowebinar.com/rt/8302401752010421334
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